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TAGS: MASS, NU 

SUBJECT: TERMINATION OF SELECTED MAAGS 

REF: STATE 201994 

1 . DURING ONE HOUR MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SOMOZA IN HIS OFFICE ON 
SEPTMEBER 9, 1976, 1 INFORMED HIM OF THE NEW STATUTORY REQUIRE- 
MENTS (INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE AND ARMS EXPORT CONTROL 
ACT OF 1976) RELATING TO MAAGS, AS OUTLINED IN DEPARTMENT'S REFTEL. 

2. 1 POINTED OUT THAT THE NEW LEGISLATION REQUIRED THE REDUCTION 
OF MAAGS TO A MEXIMUM OF 34 BY SEPTEMBER 30, 1976, AND TO THAT END 
THE PRESIDENT HAS AUTHORIZED THE TERMINATION OF MAAGS IN THREE 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES (COSTA RICA, PARAGUAY AND URUGUAY) BY 
THE END OF THIS MONTH. SOMOZA SAID THAT HE WAS AWARE OF THESE DEV- 
ELOPMENTS. I ALSO EXPLAINED THAT AFTER SEPTEMBER 30, 1977, NO MAAG 
(OR OTHER ORGANIZATION OF U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL PROVIDING SIMI- 
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TRY WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION OF CONGRESS. I ADDED THAT 
WE HAVE UNDER CONTINUOUS REVIEW THE STATUS OF THE MILGP IN NICARA- 
GUA IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH SECTION 515(B)(1) OF THE FOREIGN ASSIS- 
TANCE ACT OF 1961, AS AMENDED. 

3. SOMOZA ASKED ME WHAT I THOUGH WOULD HAPPEN TO THE MILGP IN NICA- 
RAGUA NEXT YEAR. I SAID THAT IT WAS STILL TOO EARLY TO DRAW ANY DE- 
FINITE CONCLUSIONS BUT OFFERED THE PERSONAL OPINION THAT IT MIGHT 
WELL BE TERMINATED ALONG WITH MANY OTHERS. HE SAID THAT THE U.S. 
CONGRESS WAS MAKING A SERIOUS MISTAKE IN TERMINATING THE MILGPS IN 
THE REGION AT THIS TIME. IT WOULD, HE CLAIMED, PUT MANY COUNTRIES 

ON THE DEFENSIVE, AND INCREASE THE POSSIBILITY THAT LATIN GOVERN- 
MENTS WILL LOOSEN THEIR MILITARY TIES WITH THE UNITED STATES, 

THEREBY REDUCING U.S. INFLUENCE. HE SAID HE WOULD NOT BE SUR- 
PRISED IF SOME COUNTRIES OF THEIR OWN ACCORD TERMINATED THE BILA- 
TERAL MILITARY AGREEMENTS BEFORE SEPTEMBER 30, 1977. LATING REACTION 
DEPENDED, HE BELIEVED, ON THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE REDUCED U.S. 

MILITARY PRESENCE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A DECLINE IN FMS AND TRAIN- 
ING. IF USG REDUCES ARMS SALES AND TRAINING, THEN THE VALUD OF COL- 
LECTIVE SECURITY UNDER RIO TREATY WILL DECLINE. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE SOMOZA CLEARLY VIEWED TRENDS TOWARDS TERMINATION 
OF MILGPS IN LATIN AMERICA WITH DEEP MISGIVINGS, HE APPEARED MORE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE FUTURE OF U.S. FMS AND TRAINING IN NICARAGUA. 

HE CONVEYED THE CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE IN 
WILLINGNESS OF USG TO PROVIDE ARMS AND TRAINING WOULD RELUCTANTLY 
COMPEL HIS GOVERNMENT TO UNDERTAKE FUNDAMENTAL RE-EVALUATION OF 
ITS FOREIGN POLICY AND ITS RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. 
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